INTRODUCTION.

Like citizens of many countries, Nigerians take pride in their Art for ample reasons.  Over a long period, we have developed vibrant styles and unique techniques that can be found through the various Art Schools and Movements that have characterized our creative ingenuity.

The National Gallery of Art, Nigeria was established a parastatal (Federal Government Agency) in 1993 with a vision to become a world class gallery and global tourist destination.  Its mission is to serve as the repository of Nigeria's creative spirit and to promote the appreciation of modern Nigerian Art.  One of the ways in which it embarks on this promotion is through art exhibitions of modern Nigerian works of art.  It has done a lot in this respect over the years.

There are a lot of misconceptions about what modern Nigerian art is and what contemporary Nigerian art is.  The West wants to restrict modern Nigerian art to Oshogbo style, form and technique particularly because of the bizarre nature of their forms.  Hence they embrace only works of art with motifs from African traditional sculpture, folklore and mythology. They even accept Street Artists in place of academically trained Nigerian artists. This makes an impartial observer to wonder if there is deliberate attempt to discredit the achievements of academically trained Nigerian artist and thus put them on a lower pedestal than their Western counterparts. The National Gallery of Art has set a very high goal of correcting these misconceptions with a view to restoring the Modern Nigerian Artist to his rightful place in the scheme of things through exposures of this nature. Therefore, the need to project Modern Nigerian Art in the best possible light to the rest of the world cannot be over emphasized.

Modern Nigerian Art is characterized by its departure from linkages with religious or ritual worship, which constitute and important, but by no means the only traditional art in Nigeria.  It lays emphasis on aesthetics, expression of ideas and commentaries on the society and its values.  It actually constitutes mostly the art works of academically trained artists and reflects a clear knowledge and understanding of modern stylistic trends and concepts in art the world over. They use the most diverse techniques and media from Nigeria and the West to enhance their power of expression which are usually vibrant and rich with traditional symbols, motifs and patterns. Hence one can easily see in their works, various forms of stylized-naturalism, and abstract as well as objective and subjective realism alluding to various traditional and modern idioms.  They have achieved varied expressions on a wide range of themes, subjects and concepts in their works which have evolved over the years to become varied, rich and captivating.  Interestingly, the thirty years of Nigerian–Korean Diplomatic Relations coincides with Nigeria's fifty years as a sovereign nation.

Thirty years of unbroken Diplomatic Relationship is quite a mile stone worth celebrating. It is quite remarkable that the two nations chose art as one of the means to commemorate the relationship.  It shows that the nations understand quite well the place of art in human development. The art of a people should portray the culture, traditions and the way of life of the people.  I say should because in “Modern Art” this is not always the case. Nigeria is blessed with abundance of artists with various styles and techniques of expression.  The National Gallery of Art, Nigeria is very happy to share with the people of the Republic of Korea this vibrant collection of works of Modern Nigerian artists.  It is hoped that you will find them very interesting to contemplate upon and at same time receive lasting impressions of these exhibits.

I want to thank the Korean Cultural Center in Nigeria, the Korean Foundation, and the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Nigeria, the government and the people of Korea, the Honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and National Orientation of Nigeria, the President and the people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria for making this exhibition possible.

On behalf of the Honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and National Orientation of Nigeria, the President and the people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, I wish you all a happy viewing.
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